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St. Dionysios 
Greek Orthodox Church 
8100 W. 95th St. 
Overland Park, KS, 66212 

Return Service Requested 

NON PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
SHAWNEE MIS-

SION KS 
PERMIT NO. 362 

VOTIVE LIGHTS 
I wish to have a votive candle lit for my deceased loved one every Sunday during Divine Liturgy 

 
________________________________________________ 

Name of deceased 
 

________________________________________________ 
Name of donor 

Cost of $25 per CALENDAR year—Votive light will be labeled with name of deceased.  Please submit to the 
treasurer, who will record name on a list kept in candle stand cabinet with date of request. 

St. Dionysios Greek Orthodox Christian Church 
 

The Orthodox Christian Church is evangelical but not Protestant.  
 It is orthodox but not Jewish.  
 It is not nondenominational, it is predenominational.  
 It has believed, preserved, defended, taught, and died for the faith of the apostles for 2,000 years." (Excerpt 
from the prologue of "Our Life in Christ - Orthodox Christian Ministry “ 
It is Ancient.  It is modern.  It is Eternal!!! 

  

 

 

8100 W.  95th St., Overland Park, KS., 66212, 913-341-7373, fax. 913-341-8662 
Email kcdionysios@sbcglobal.net, Web page www.stdionysios.org,  

Fr. Nicholas C. Papadopoulos— Papedo, Protopresbyter  Cel. 913-206-1326 

NEWS LETTER 
ST. DIONYSIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

February 2010 
  

Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ,  
 I would like to congratulate the newly elected 
members of the Parish Council of St. Dionysios Or-
thodox Church.  Upon the approval of Metropolitan 
Isaiah of Denver, they took their oath of office prior to 
the first meeting held on Tuesday, January 12. 
            The council elected their officers: 
Dimitri Siscos, president 
Betsy Wickstrom, vice president 
Nella Wick, treasurer 
George Zeiler, secretary. 
Members: 
Andrea Arvan 
Angelo Brisimitzakis 
Stephanie Christensen 
Chris Fotopoulos 
Christine Gregory 
Bobby Maroudas 
Imad Numair 
Ted Talbert 

Stephanie Christensen submitted her resigna-
tion to the council because she had served as PC 
Treasurer for six years.  The UPR regulations do not 
allow anyone to serve in this position for more than 
six years.  The PC recorded her resignation and nomi-
nated Chris Antos to replace her with the approval of 
Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver.  May God grant the 
members of the Parish Council divine wisdom in their 
leadership of his church. 

Our community will host the Western Chicago 
Family Basketball Tournament on the weekend of 
February 5th, 6th & 7th.  All participants will be housed 
at the Marriott Hotel at 435 and Metcalf Ave.  Bishop 
Demetrios of Mokissos, chancellor of the Metropolis 
of Chicago will be officiating over the events of the 
tournament.  Everyone is invited to join and support 
all the participants of the tournament. 

Many thanks are extended to the organizers of 
the Tournament:  John & Betsy Wickstrom, George & 
Kim Zeiler, Chris & Linda Antos, and Chris & Jo 

Wick.  Congratulations are given to all of the GOYA 
members who have practiced very hard as well as our 
men and women’s team.  I pray that God give them 
success in sharing their faith, fellowship and fun at 
this tournament. 

This year Christians worldwide will be cele-
brating Pascha/Easter together, on April 4th, 
2010.  The celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ is the highlight of every Christian’s life.  We 
Orthodox Christians prepare ourselves with a forty 
day fast beginning on Monday, February 15th.  Holy 
Trinity OCA Church will be sponsoring a Clean Mon-
day Retreat for all to participate in.  (Please see the 
flyer inside this Newsletter.)  Also on Clean Monday, 
St. Dionysios will be hosting their Kite Flying celebra-
tion.  This tradition from the Island of Zakynthos and 
mainland Greece is a time for families to begin the 
fast with their families in peace and anticipate the loft-
ier and more spiritual elements in our lives. 

During many Lenten services will be sched-
uled the Lenten fast.  Please consult the calendar for 
services and times. 
 Great Lent is the time for every Orthodox 
Christian to participate in these many services.  More 
importantly, it is a time of self evaluation through the 
Sacrament of Confession.  Please contact me or your 
spiritual father to schedule a time for confession.  I 
will be most available on Saturday evenings before or 
after Great Vespers. 
 The Iconography Fund Raising Dinner has 
been scheduled for Saturday, February 20th, 5pm 
Great Vespers, 6pm Cocktail and 7pm Lenten Dinner.  
Please consult the flyer in this issue of the Newsletter 
for further details. 
 Looking forward to seeing you in Church, 
 
 
Fr. Nicholas Papadopoulos—Papedo 
Protopresbyter  
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ATTENTION OTHODOX  
BIBLE STUDY CLASS 

 The weekly Orthodox Bible Study Classes are 
being held on Wednesday evenings 7:30pm until 
8:30pm.  Mr. Ted Talbert has agreed to continue lead-
ing the class.   
 Last semester we completed the study of the 
Gospel according to St. John.  The class will be study-
ing the Acts of the Apostles.   This class is for anyone 
interested in learning more about the Orthodox Chris-
tian Church, its Traditions and understanding of the 
Bible. 
 When the Lent for Pascha/Easter begins, the 
Bible Study will meet following the Presanctified Di-
vine Liturgy and Pot Luck Dinner. 
 I hope to see you there. 
 

 
ATTENTION CHANTERS 

 According to Orthodox Christian Tradition, 
Chanters wanting to participate in any Church service 
should enter the altar and receive permission/blessing 
from the head celebrant (Bishop/Head Priest) before 
the service begins.  
 
 

GOYA 
  Our executive board is as follows: 
    President: RJ Zeiler 
    Vice President: Parker Zeiler 
    Treasurer: Andrea Wickstrom 
    Secretary: Elena Wickstrom 
 
Sponsored by George and Kim Zeiler 

Dear Members, 
 
As the first month of the 2010 is already behind us, 
the Parish Council had been diligently working to 
complete last year’s projects and work towards a great 
year for our parish.  The new board was sworn in and 
we are here to continue to serve Christ and our com-
munity.  
  
There are so many activities planned and in our parish 
for the month of February and we are all excited about 
them.  The Basketball Tournament for the Chicago 
Diocese is scheduled for the weekend of February 5-7 
and teams from several churches are going to be join-
ing 5 teams from our parish for a weekend of fun and 
competition.  The GOYA kids have been looking for-
ward to this event for some time now.  There will be a 
banquet for both nights, 5th and 6th at the Marriott ho-
tel in Overland Park after the games.  Saturday night 
dinner has close to 350 reservations from our parish 
and 7 state region.  Bishop Dimitrios of  Mokissos 
from the Chicago Diocese will be attending. 
  
On February 20 the parish council has scheduled a 
fund raising dinner for our iconography project.  You 
should be receiving an invitation letter soon with de-
tails.  We are all excited for the improvements which 
are about to take place.  I can’t wait to display the 
samples of iconography to you that night.  Twelve 
(12) large icons with additional medallions, depicting 
Saints, will beautify the walls.  The iconographer, the 
assembly chose, is one of the best iconographers in 
North America .  He has done the iconography at sev-
eral Orthodox churches across the country, including 
the Metropolis of Denver.  He has also been con-
tracted by the Metropolitan for additional 
work.  Please make sure you can attend. 
  
Festival cooking will begin towards the end of Febru-
ary.  I can’t believe I am saying that but it is that time 
of year again.  As in years past we count on every-
one’s help to make our festival a success.  Every year 
it keeps getting better and every year we exceed 
sales!  That is due to all your hard work and dedica-
tion to our community.  You see, it is the people in our 
parish that make things happen.  It is the effort that 
comes from the heart that makes the difference.  I’ve 
watched over the years our members. Young and old, 
spend hours upon hours for the food preparation and 3 
days solid of mostly standing on their feet, the week-
end of the festival, making our event second to 

none!  It is almost impossible to work the shifts with-
out the body asking for a break.  However, people of 
all ages, even over 80 years old have stood there help-
ing all the ones who come to enjoy our food and danc-
ing. 
It is that will that has kept our church growing all 
these years and looking forward to a bright future 
every year. 
  
Thanks 
  
Dimitri 
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Metropolis of Chicago— Family 
basketball Tournament 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Jan 31 
-9am Orthros 
-10am Div. Lit 
- Eleni Greg-
ory Memorial 

1 
5pm Orthros 
6pm Divine Lit 

2 
Meeting of 
Our Lord in 
the Temple 

3 
6:30pm Choir 
Practice 
7:30pm Ortho-
dox Bible 
Study 

4 
8pm Men’s 
Club 

5 6 
9am Orthros 
-10am Div. Lit 
1st Sat of Souls 

7 
9am Orthros 
-10am Div. Lit 
Meatfare Sun-
day 
Basketball 
Tounament 

8 9 
5pm Orthros 
6pm Divine Lit 
- 7pm Parish 
Council Meet-
ing 

10 
St. Haralam-
bos 
6:30pm Choir 
Practice 
7:30pm Ortho-
dox Bible 
Study 

11 
8pm Men’s 
Club 

12 13 
9am Orthros 
-10am Div. Lit 
2nd Sat of 
Souls 
5pm Gr. Ves-
pers 

14 
9am Orthros 
-10am Div. Lit 
Cheesefare 
Forgiveness 
Sunday 

15 
-Lent Begins 
-Clean Mon-
day Retreat at 
Holy Trinity 
-Kite Flying 
at St. Diony-

16 17 
5pm Pre Sanc-
tified Liturgy 
Pot Luck Din-
ner 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 Bible 
Study 

18 
8pm Men’s 
Club 

19 
- 7pm 1st 
Akathist Hymn 

20 
9am Orthros 
-10am Div. Lit 
3rd Sat of Souls 
5pm Gr. Vespers 
-6pm Icon Fund-
raising Dinner 

21 
9am Orthros 
-10am Div. Lit 
Sunday of Or-
thodoxy 
5pm Gr. Ves-
pers at St. 
George 

22 23 24 
5pm Pre Sanc-
tified Liturgy 
Pot Luck Din-
ner 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 Bible 
Study 

25 
8pm Men’s 
Club 

26 
- 7pm 2nd 
Akathist Hymn 

 
 

27 
 
5pm Gr. Ves-
pers 

28 
9am Orthros 
-10am Div. Lit 
St. Gregory of 
Palamas 
5pmGr. Ves-
pers at Annun-
ciation 

March 1 March 2 March 3 
5pm Pre Sanc-
tified Liturgy 
Pot Luck Din-
ner 
6:30 Choir 
7:30 Bible 
Study 

March 4 
8pm Men’s 
Club 

March 5 
- 7pm 3rd 
Akathist Hymn 

March 6 
 
5pm Gr. Ves-
pers 

February 2010 
8100 W. 95th St. Overland Park, Kansas 66212-3214 

913-341-7373, fax. 913-341-8662, email kcdionysios@sbcglobal.net 
Fr. Nicholas C. Papadopoulos—Papedo cel. 913-206-1326 

Metropolis of Chicago  Western 
Region Family Basketball tourna-
ment hosted by St. Dionysios 
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St. Dionysios 2010 Stewardship  
Fr. Nicholas & Presbytera Lois Papedo 

Anthan, Pauline 
Anton, George & Colleen 
Antos, Chris & Linda 
Antos, Mary 
Berhe, Taez & Tirhas 
Berry, Tim & Tausha 
Bondar, Yuri & Lesya Holets 
Bricker, Susannah 
Brismitzakis, Angelo & Joan 
Cagle, Sylvia 
Christensen, Hardy 
Christensen, Vern & Stephanie 
Cooper, John & Kathryn 
Curtis, Pete 
Draper, Brent 
Fotopoulos, Chris & Donna 
Gaefke, Dr. Louis & Christine 
Geolas, Tom 
Gianou, Elisha & Jenny 
Giatras, Dennis 
Gregory, Christine 
Gregory, Gregg 
Gregory, Thomas & Barbara 
Haile, Kahassai & Freweini 
Zerai 
Hasiotis, Dr. Stephen & Carol 
Hatzidakis, John 
Heider, Helen & Ben 
Henry, Matt & Laura 
Hileman, Philip & Christina 
Hollingsworth, Denny & 
Nicole 
Inmair, Wayel & Ellen Safadi 
Jeweler, Michael & Peggy 
Jones, Stacy 
Jouras, Irene 
Jouras, Peter & Mary 
Kallos, Don J. 
Kallos, Gregory & Katherine 
Karnaze, Chris 
Karnaze, Ethel 

Karnaze, Helen 
Karoutzos, John & Arsenia 
Krin, Christine 
Kritos, George & Panagiota 
Kunfu, Tewelde & Mitslal 
Berhe 
Lein, Matthew & Mary 
Makarunis, Chris 
Manis, Peter & Jane 
Manis, Peter & Jane 
Maroudas, Dennis & Maria 
Maroudas, Harry & Lauren 
Maroudas, James 
Maroudas, Nick 
McElroy, Linda & Arvel 
Nikias, Wanda 
Nmair, Maysoun 
Numair, Imad & Karmen 
Numair, Mimeh 
Numair, Nader & Lubna 
Pappas, Greg & Sharon 
Pappas, Leo 
Parthenopoulos, Stelios 
Patsis, Bill & Debi 
Perahoritis, John 
Poulos, Thomas & Marguerite 
Psihountas, Gus & Colleen 
Ramos, Karen 
Raptis, Konstanin & Vassiliki 
Sandilos, Jim & Sue 
Sardiu, Michaela 
Sleder, Elaine 
Sleder, Ted & Pauline 
Sophocleous, Marios & 
Thelma 
Spanos, Carole 
Struga, Milela & Saimir 
Talbert, Ted & Sandy 
Tsakonas, Pete 
Underwood, Despina 
Vrentas, Athan & Athena 

White, Tim & Karen 
Wick, Christopher & Jo 
Wick, Mark & Nella 
Wickstrom, John & Betsy 
Wiedemann, John & Denise 
Wollen, Parthena & Andy 
Zaharopoulos, Thimios & 
Julie Crain 
Zeiler, George & Kim 
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 “…we knew not whether we were in heaven 
or on earth. For on earth there is no such splendor or such beauty, and 
we are at a loss to describe it. We only know that God dwells there 
among men.” Ambassadors from Russia to Constantinople, ca 6th century, on attending Divine Liturgy at Agia Sophia cathedral. 

 
 

Images of Heaven:  
Vision 2010 

Iconography Fundraising Dinner 
Saturday, February 20th, 2010 * 

St. Dionysios Social Hall 
 
 
Come see images of the iconography of Mr. Leonidas Diamontopoulos, as they 
have been designed for our sanctuary and approved by Metropolitan Isaiah. 
Vespers 5 pm * Social hour 6 pm * Dinner 7 pm 
$25 adults, $10 kids 10 and under - 3 course meal featuring Mahi Mahi 
Make your pledge to honor loved ones and beautify the sanctuary of St. Dionysios.  
Resurrection and Crucifixion icons sponsored by the Brisimitzakis and Fotopoulos 
families.  Opportunities still available for sponsorship include the large icons for 
the north and south walls of the sanctuary featuring events of the Old and New 
Testament, and two large icons for the west wall featuring the miracles of St. Dio-
nysios of Zakynthos. Additional, smaller icons of individual saints are also avail-
able for sponsorship.  * If you are unable to attend the dinner on the 20th, but wish to sponsor an icon, 
you may make your pledge known to Fr. Nick Papedo, Dimitri Siscos or Betsy Wickstrom in advance, to en-
sure your selection. 
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FUNERAL 
- George Kallaras, 92 years ofd, passed away on Janu-
ary 20, 2010.  Funeral Services were held on Satur-
day, January 30th at the Highland Park Funeral Home.  
Burial was at Highland Park Cemetery.  May his 
memory be eternal. 
 
 
 
 
Prosphoron Baking— 
2010 
February— Linda Antos 
March— Pauline Anthan 
April— Maria Arvan 
May— Maria Maroudis 
June— Pres Lois Papedo 
July—Linda McElroy 
August— Colleen Psihountas & Joan Brisimitzakis 
September Despina Underwood 
October— Barbara Gregory 
November—  Maria Maroudas 
December— Toula Gatzoulis 
 
Note to all bakers— Please bake four (4) loaves of 
bread for each Sunday.  Fr. Nick must have the loaves 
by 8:30AM Sunday morning to begin the service of the 
Proskomidi.  Please do not sprinkle additional flour 
on the top of the loaves.  If you would like to bring the 
prosfora earlier, please contact Fr. Nick at the church 
913-341-7373. 

 
 
 

February 2010 Altar Boys 
7th —Team 1— Nick Maroudas, Evan Patsis, Demitri 
Patsis, Ioannis Perahoritis, Matthew Numair 
14th—Team 2— R.J. Zeiler, Spencer Zeiler, Nicky 
Papedo, Aristotelis Markou 
21st— Team 3— Ted Brisimitzakis, William Henry, 
Ioannis Markou, Demetry Maroudas 
28th— Team 4— Parker Zeiler, Andreas Maroudas, 
Alex Brisimitzakis, Michael Bondar 
— 5th Sunday of the month any Altar Boy over the 
age of 12years is welcomed to serve. 

 
 
 
 

COFFEE HOUR  
SPONSORS 

February 2010 
7th— Basketball Tournament & Pres. Lois Papedo 
14th— Andrew & Parthena Wollen 
21st— Numair family 
28th— Need Volunteer 
 Please sign up in the Church Kitchen to sponsor a fel-
lowship Hour on Sundays. 

Please, please, please, when you are done with 
your food and drink, deposit the plates and cups in the 
trash bins located in the hall and kitchen area.  Also 
please wipe down the tables with the antibacterial 
wipes provided.  Help us keep our hall healthy and 
beautiful! 

 
 

Dear Brothers, Sisters, and Friends of Philoptochos, 
  We give God all the glory for the great things 
He has done for us. Thank you again for your faithful 
prayers and generous support for Philoptochos, as we 
continue to meet physical and spiritual needs in the 
Name of Jesus. May God richly bless you in this  2010. 
 
In Christ Love, Arsenia 
 
The Philoptochos Executive Board: 
President  ‐      Arsenia Karoutzos 
Vice Pres.: ‐    Karen Sofia Ramos,  Tia Henry  
Sec.           ‐    Mary Lein 
Cor. Sec.   ‐    Marguerite Poulos 
Treasurer ‐    Jo  Wick 
Asst.          ‐    Mary Arvan 

Parish Council Members 2010 
-Dimitri Siscos, President 
-Dr. Betsy Wickstrom, Vice President 
- Nella Wick, Treasurer 
- George Zeiler, Secretary 
- Chris Antos 
- Dr. Andria Arvan 
--Dr. Angelo Brisimitzakis 
-Dr. Chris Fotopoulos 
-Christine Gregory 
-Bobby Maroudas 
-Imad Numair 
- Ted Talbert 
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2010 
ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARD 

 
PERSONAL INFORMATION     BAPTIZED OR CHRISMATED ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN? 
 
NAME (First/Last)          YES ____ NO ____ 
 
NAME DAY (or Baptismal Name)            
 
SPOUSE (First/Last)         YES      NO ____ 
 
NAME DAY (or Baptismal Name)            
 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS             
 
CITY ___________________________   STATE     ZIP CODE     
 
HOME PHONE NUMBER: (   )                        
 
     SELF   SPOUSE 
 
BUSINESS PHONE:              
 
OCCUPATION:              
 
BIRTHDATE:               
 
EMAIL                
 
Names, Birthdates, and Name Days of Dependent Children:  
 
               
 
               
 
               

W e  P r a i s e ,  B l e s s  a n d  T h a n k  Y o u  
“Every Sunday let each of you put aside your offering for the work of the Lord.”  (I Cor 16:2) 

 
In gratitude for God’s blessings, I/we pledge to contribute for Christ’s work at St. Dionysios Church for 2010: 
 
A total amount of:   $2,500      $3,000        $3,500            Other       
                           
weekly  $          monthly $           quarterly $          semi-annually $          annually____ 
 
            

St. Dionysios Greek Orthodox Church 
8100 W. 95th St  Overland Park, Kansas 66212 

913-341-7373, fax 913-341-8662 
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS 
January 24, 2010 

 
 
Dear St. Dionysios and Annunciation Communities, 
 
 The spring semester of Greek School started on 
Sunday, January 10, 2010. We are very fortunate to 
have Ms. Naya Karampasi, an experienced teacher 
from Greece, teach our community the Greek language 
and culture. Although 54 students were initially attend-
ing Greek School last year, not all of them continue on 
a regular basis. The Greek School teachers would like 
to stress the importance of regular attendance in lan-
guage learning. Therefore, all parents are urged to en-
courage their children to regularly attend school with-
out any absences. 
 
 This semester we consolidated the Greek 
School class schedule as follows:  
Every Sunday the classes will be at Annunciation, and 
every Monday and Wednesday at St. Dionysios. 
The class hours and classes are as follows for all three 
Greek School days (Sunday, Monday, and Wednes-
day): 
5:30-6:20 pm ---Elementary 2 
6:30-7:20 pm ---Elementary 1 
7:30-8:20 pm ---Youth/Adult 2 
8:30- 9:30 pm ---Youth/Adult 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Please contact Ms. Naya Karampasi for any 
questions you may have on Greek School. Her e-mail 
address is nayakarabassi@gmail.com and her phone is: 
(913) 609-6201. 
 
 Hope you continue to support the Greek School 
and take advantage of such a wonderful opportunity we 
have to learn Greek. 
 On behalf of the Greek School teachers, 
  Marios Sophocleous 
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THE MEETING [PRESENTATION] OF OUR LORD IN THE TEMPLE 
 The fortieth day after His birth, the All-Holy Virgin brought her Divine Son into the 
Temple of Jerusalem, in accordance with the Law, to dedicate Him to God and to purify her-
self. "Consecrate to me every first-born that opens the womb among the Israelites both of man 
and beast, for it belongs to me" (Exodus 13:2). "Tell the Israelites: when a woman has con-
ceived and gives birth to a boy, she shall be unclean for seven days, with the same uncleanness 
as at her menstrual period. On the eighth day, the flesh of the boy's foreskin shall be circum-
cised, and then she shall spend thirty-three days more in becoming purified of her blood; she 

shall not touch anything sacred nor enter the sanctuary till the days of her purification are fulfilled. If she gives 
birth to a girl, for fourteen days she shall be as unclean as at her menstruation, after which she shall spend 
sixty-six days in becoming purified of her blood. When the days of her purification for a son or for a daughter 
are fulfilled, she shall bring to the priest at the entrance of the meeting tent a yearling lamb for a holocaust and 
a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering. The priest shall offer them up before the Lord to make atonement 
for her, and thus she will be clean again after her flow of blood. Such is the law for the woman who gives birth 
to a boy or a girl child" (Leviticus 12:2-7). Even though neither the one nor the other was necessary, neverthe-
less the Lawgiver did not, in anyway, want to transgress His own Law whom He had given through Moses, 
His servant and prophet. At that time, the high-priest Zaccharias, the father of John the Forerunner [Precursor], 
was on duty in the Temple["serving as a priest before God in the order of his division" St. Luke 1:8]. Zaccha-
rias placed the Virgin, not in the temple area reserved for women but rather in the area reserved for virgins. On 
this occasion, two unusual persons appeared in the Temple: the Elder Simeon and Anna, the daughter of Pha-
nuel. The righteous Simeon took the Messiah in his arms and said: "Now, Master, You may let Your servant 
go in peace, according to Your word, for my eyes have seen Your salvation" (St. Luke 2: 29-30). Simeon also 
spoke the following words about the Christ-child: "Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many 
in Israel" (St. Luke 2:34). Then Anna, who from her youth served God in the Temple by fasting and prayers, 
recognized the Messiah and glorified God and proclaimed to the inhabitants of Jerusalem about the coming of 
the long-awaited One. The Pharisees present in the Temple, who having seen and heard all, became angry with 
Zacharias because he placed the Virgin Mary in the area reserved for virgins and reported this to King Herod. 
Convinced that this is the new king about whom the Magi from the east spoke, Herod immediately sent his sol-
diers to kill Jesus. In the meantime the Holy Family had already left the city and set out for Egypt under the 
guidance of an angel of God. The Feast of the Meeting of our Lord in the Temple was celebrated from earliest 
times but the solemn celebration of this day was established in the year 544 A.D. during the reign of Emperor 
Justinian. 
 

THE PRIESTLY-MARTYR HARALAMBOS [CHARALAMPUS] 
This great saint Haralambos was a bishop in Magnesia and suffered for Christ in his one-hundred 
and thirteenth year. When a terrible persecution began during the reign of Emperor Septimius 
Severus, the Elder Haralambos did not hide from the persecutors but freely and openly preached 
the Faith of Christ. He endured all tortures as though he were in someone else's body. When they 
skinned him alive, the forgiving elder said to the emperor's soldiers: "Thank you, my brethren, 
for in scraping my old body you renew my spirit for a new eternal life." He worked many mira-

cles and converted many to the Faith. Even the emperor's daughter, Galina, abandoned the idolatry of her fa-
ther and become a Christian. Condemned to death and brought to the place of execution, St. Haralambos raised 
his hands to heaven and prayed to God for all people that God grant them bodily health and spiritual salvation 
and that He multiply their fruits of the earth. "O Lord, You know that men are flesh and blood; forgive them 
their sins and pour out Your Grace on all!" After prayer, this holy elder gave up his soul to God before the exe-
cutioner lowered the sword on his neck. He suffered in the year 202 A.D. The emperor's daughter, Galina, re-
moved his body and honorably buried it. 
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Easter is coming 
Bring Your Kite! 

 
Apokries (Meatfare) is coming,  

and the Lenten season is about to begin! 
 

Monday February 15th    
is Kathara Deutera or Clean Monday 

and a beautiful day to bring the family together. 
 

Every year on Clean Monday in Greece, 
thousands of families go to nearby parks 

and fly kites together. 
It is a wonderful tradition full of  

high spirits and fun. 
 

Clean Monday is not a holiday in the USA 
but we can still fly our kites!  

Last year, despite the snow, lots of kids  
(and adults) showed up and flew their kites! 

 
Let’s go fly a kite  

Monday, February 15th 4:30 pm 
at St. Dionysios Greek Orthodox Church 

 
Bring your own kite or one will be provided for you! 

Lenten pot luck 
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5:30 


